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Super Saturday Brings Slam-Dunk Energy!

Saturday, December 6 was truly a “Super Saturday” for our Murray Ridge Center
(MRC) Raiders Basketball program! The gym was buzzing with excitement as all
three Raiders teams hit the court for an action-packed day of competition,
teamwork, and high-energy play.

We were thrilled to welcome an outstanding lineup of visiting teams, including two
Strongsville Mustang teams, and talented athletes from Lake , Tuscarawas , and  
Cuyahoga Counties. Every matchup delivered fierce competition and great
sportsmanship!

Our MRC Raiders continue to train hard as they gear up for the Northeast Regional
Competition, scheduled for February 7 & 8, 2026, at the Cloverleaf Recreation
Center in Medina. Mark your calendars—it’s going to be an exciting weekend you
won’t want to miss!

Want to catch the Raiders in action before regionals? Keep an eye on the Murray
Ridge website and Facebook page for upcoming home game dates and updates. 

Come out, cheer loud, and show your Raider pride!

Pictured (left) Raiders basketball player Maria Pincura takes a shot; (middle) George Giganti playing defense; (right) Jeremy
Foster shows off his skills during Super Saturday!
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MRC Joins Blue Envelope Program to
Support Safer Traffic Stops

A small blue envelope is making a big impact on Ohio roadways. The Southern
Ohio Council of Governments (SOCOG) has launched the Blue Envelope Program
statewide, helping drivers with developmental disabilities communicate more
easily with law enforcement during traffic stops or emergencies.

Each envelope provides space to list important disability or medical information
and holds copies of a driver’s license, registration, and insurance. A matching Blue
Envelope car decal alerts officers that someone in the vehicle may need
communication support, while a wallet card offers a portable option.

“The program builds safer, more inclusive communities by improving
communication between law enforcement and individuals with disabilities,” said
SOCOG Executive Director Kelly Rosler.

Blue Envelope Packets are free and available through participating County Boards
of Developmental Disabilities, including:

SSA Office – 9740 Murray Ridge Road, Elyria
Lorain Opportunity and Vocational Center – 4360 Oberlin Ave, Lorain
Oberlin Opportunity and Vocational Center – 285 Artino Street, Oberlin

For more details, visit socog.org.

The OOVC Whips Up Pizza Puffs!
Adult Program participants from the
Oberlin Opportunity and Vocational
Center (OOVC)  had a tasty hands-on
experience recently, creating and
cooking pizza puffs using an air fryer!
From assembling the ingredients to
watching them turn golden and crispy,
everyone enjoyed learning new kitchen
skills while making a delicious snack.

It was a fun, interactive way to practice
teamwork, follow instructions, and
enjoy the rewards of their efforts –
pizza puff style!

Above, Brenden Stull and Cathy
Pence enjoying their pizza puffs;
right, Sarah Bremke making her
creation.

http://murrayridgecenter.org/
http://socog.org/
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OVCs Find Christmas Spirit!

Pictured (starting left, l-r): (1) Chad Hoffman visited the Lorain Opportunity and
Vocational Center (LOVC), filling the building with the sounds of classic Christmas
favorites; (2) Jean Morosky helps sort items for The Santa Shop at the LOVC; (3) Patrick
Boey gets Christmas-y at Don Mould's Plantation Garden Center; (4) Posing proudly are  
Matt Rederick, Patrick Boey, Doug Elmiger (staff), and seated in front Devin Bryner;
members of the winning team in the Oberlin Opportunity and Vocational Center’s
annual Gingerbread House Competition; (5) Gus McKee enjoys the holiday decor at Don
Mould’s; (6) Jesse Frisch (pictured with APL Executive Director Greg Willey) continued his
annual tradition of fundraising for the Friendship Animal Protective League – this year
raising $230.69!

Early Christmas Shopping!
Adult Program participants from the OOVC spent
the afternoon of November 25  shopping at Theth

Exchange and lunching
at Wendy’s!

Left (l-r): Tyler Watkins, Brenden Stull, Tom
Fagan, Matthew Caldwell, and Brittany
Brlas. Middle: Matthew Caldwell. Right:
Jacob Belohlavek.

http://murrayridgecenter.org/
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Raider Pride Shines at the Special Olympics
Ohio 2025 Night of Champions

Russ Moye has also been selected as The American Legion Department of Ohio’s
2025 “Special Olympics Coach of the Year”! 

This prestigious honor comes after being nominated by peers who recognize the
hard work, dedication, and unwavering commitment Russ pours into supporting
and inspiring MRC athletes.

The award will be formally presented at The American Legion Department of
Ohio’s Mid-Winter Awards Banquet on Saturday, January 17, 2026 in Dublin, Ohio. 

This recognition and the Special Olympics Ohio award highlights the extraordinary
dedication Russ shows to our athletes and community, and we couldn’t be more
proud. Please join us in celebrating this outstanding accomplishment and
congratulating Russ Moye, the 2025 Special Olympics Coach of the Year!

On November 7, 2025, three outstanding members of  
the Murray Ridge Center Special Olympics program
were honored at the 50 Years Special Olympics Ohio
– Night of Champions celebration in Columbus, Ohio. 

This milestone event recognized remarkable athletes
and coaches from across the state – and Murray
Ridge was well represented!

Russ Moye (pictured right, top) was nominated for
Coach of the Year; Rob Messenger was nominated
for Male Athlete of the Year; and Diane Clement was
nominated for Female Athlete of the Year (both
pictured with Coach Moye, right, bottom)!

Each nomination reflects tremendous dedication,
sportsmanship, and a deep commitment to Special
Olympics values.

We are thrilled to announce that Coach Russ Moye
was awarded the 2025 Coach of the Year! 

Congratulations to Russ, Rob, and Diane for their
incredible accomplishments and for representing our
community with excellence and pride!

http://murrayridgecenter.org/
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Murray Ridge program closing information will be available on TV station Fox 8, on the Fox 8 website
(fox8. com), and on radio stations WEOL 930 AM and WOBL 1320 AM, as it has been in the past. 

There will be two separate listings for Murray Ridge Center: 

Murray Ridge—Adult Activities Centers
Murray Ridge School 

Fox 8 displays information on the status of our School and Adult Activities Centers as described
below: 

On fox8.com, the information is listed under the "Closings" tab. These listings are in alphabetical
order by the name of the facility, and both facilities appear sequentially in the "M" section as
"Murray Ridge School" and "Murray Ridge Adult Activities Centers." 
On TV station Fox 8, information about the status of our School and Adult Activities Centers scrolls
from left to right in the Closings information at the very bottom of the television screen. These
listings are in alphabetical order by the name of the facility, and both facilities appear sequentially
in the "M" section as "Murray Ridge School" and "Murray Ridge—Adult Activities Centers." 

NOTE: It appears that Fox 8 no longer has a mechanism for signing up for text alerts on Murray Ridge
School/Murray Ridge Adult Activities Centers. If you have signed up for text alerts in the past, we
cannot advise you to rely on text alerts this season; please instead access the 'Closings' tab on the
Fox 8 website (or one of the radio/television options described above).

Parents and caregivers of school students should disregard the “Murray Ridge—Adult Activities
Centers” listing, and follow only the listing for “Murray Ridge School.” 

Adult consumers who attend our Opportunity and Vocational Centers and their parents/caregivers
should disregard the “Murray Ridge School” listing, and follow only the listing for “Murray Ridge—
Adult Activities Centers.” If “Open - No Transportation” follows the announcement for “Murray Ridge—
Adult Activities Centers,” parents/caregivers are welcome to transport adult consumers to their day
service sites. Regular programming will be provided. Consumers should be dropped off no earlier than
8:30 a.m. and must be picked up by 3:45 p.m.

Weather-Related Announcements Reminder

In the event of bad weather, the decision to transport individuals to Murray Ridge Center will be based
on the ability of our buses to travel safely on city and county roads. Regardless of whether or not
transportation is available through Murray Ridge Center, if our Opportunity and Vocational Centers are
open, but there is an individual concern about the weather, adult consumers should feel free to stay
home. Likewise, parents/caregivers of Murray Ridge School students who have individual concerns
regarding the weather should feel free to keep their children at home, even if school is in session. 

Please be aware that transportation to enclave sites is generally available even if transportation to the
Opportunity and Vocational Centers is cancelled. Murray Ridge Center does not broadcast the status
of enclave transportation on the television or radio. Consumers should assume that enclave
transportation will be available unless they receive a phone call from a member of our Supported
Employment Department. 

First Student bus company can be reached at 440-288-2222.

http://murrayridgecenter.org/


This past summer, Jamez and Christine moved into their newly renovated blue home
on East 22nd Street in South Lorain, thanks to Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity.
After completing 200 hours of volunteer “sweat equity,” Jamez now helps at Habitat’s
ReStore, while Christine assists with home builds. Their new single-story home provides
comfort, accessibility, and a yard for grandkids and their dog, Shadow.

Mayor Jack Bradley praised the project as a milestone in South Lorain’s revitalization,
part of Habitat’s ongoing $600,000 investment in the community. 

The Board convened on December 15, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. Board Member Rebecca Cornman
announced that a nominee had been selected for an Exceptional Service Award, and an
update was given on the most recent meeting of the Special Olympics Committee. Board
Member Ryan Egbertson and Superintendent Amber Fisher gave an update on the Delegate
Assembly of the Ohio Association of County Boards Serving People with Developmental
Disabilities (OACB); and Dr. Fisher discussed various OACB plans and positions related to the
current funding shortfalls of county boards of DD throughout Ohio. The Board completed the
annual review/update of its Governing Rules and Regulations. The Board approved its 2026
Agreement with Murray Ridge Production Center, and a Master Contract for Services with
Murray Ridge Housing Corporation. The Board passed a resolution requesting that the Lorain
County Board of Commissioners direct the Lorain County Board of Elections to place a five-
year 0.85 mills levy request of the May, 2026 ballot; funds from this levy are necessary to
preserve the existing programs and services currently provided/funded by Murray Ridge
Center. The Board approved its 2026 Strategic Plan and 2026 Budget. Dr. Fisher explained
that multiple reductions in force had occurred in 2025, and no new positions would be
added in 2026.

Meet Jamez Smiley: Hardworking,
Helpful, and Community-Minded
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Boardroom Briefing

Jamez Smiley is a fun-loving and caring
individual known for his determination and
easygoing nature. He enjoys video games,
music, family time, and volunteering with
Habitat for Humanity, helping provide
affordable housing to local families.

Supported by Murray Ridge Center’s Service &
Support Administrator Kay Thomas, along with
his mom Christine, and Guardian Angel
Services, Jamez works toward goals in his
Individual Service Plan while giving back to his
community.

Christine and Jamez recieve a symblolic key to their new
home from Habitat for Humanity Director of Homeownership
Programs Jessica Morrison (right).

http://murrayridgecenter.org/


Murray Ridge School graduate Zach Mutnansky (Class of
2017) is a powerful example of how perseverance and the
right supports can change a life. Although he always
understood the world around him, apraxia made spoken
communication difficult for many years.

That changed in 2022 when Zach (pictured, right) began
using Spelling to Communicate (S2C), a method that helps
nonspeaking individuals spell their thoughts on a
letterboard. Since then, he has gained confidence,
independence, and a strong sense of purpose.

Zach’s progress is supported by his Murray Ridge Service &
Support Administrator Erin Meyer, Speech & Language  
Pathogist Samantha Fox, and his parents. Through a SELF
Waiver, which is administered and partially funded by
Murray Ridge, this group works to ensure Zach lives a
meaningful, self-directed life. 
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Zach’s mother, Maria, calls S2C “transformative,” sharing that it allowed their family
to truly know Zach’s thoughts, humor, and personality for the first time. The journey
hasn’t always been easy – learning to regulate his body enough to spell took
patience, practice, and emotional resilience – but the rewards have been
immeasurable.

Today, Zach is an advocate for non-speakers and minimal speakers across Ohio. He
participates actively in his Individual Service Plan meetings, communicates his
preferences, and uses his voice to educate others. He even presented his story at a
Murray Ridge staff meeting on April 28, 2025, leaving a lasting impact on everyone
who heard him. 

Zach describes his experience best in his own words: “I’m not special. With the right
support, every non-speaker can find their voice. Give them a chance, and they will
show you just how funny, driven, and brilliant they are.”

Turkey Caller Crowned!
Oberlin Opportunity and Vocational Center (OOVC)
celebrated Thanksgiving with a lively Turkey Calling
Competition! Jared McIntosh (pictured, left) was chosen as
the OOVC’s 2025 Grand Champion Turkey Caller! Great job,
Jared, and thanks to everyone who joined in the fun!

http://murrayridgecenter.org/
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As we reflect on this past year, we
are filled with gratitude for each of

you who has stood by Murray Ridge
Center. Your kindness, generosity,

and unwavering support have made
a profound difference in the lives of

those we serve. 

During this holiday season, we hope
you find time to celebrate the

moments that matter most—with
family, friends, and loved ones. May
your days be filled with joy, peace,

and the warmth of giving.

From all of us at Murray Ridge Center,
thank you for being part of our

mission. We look forward to
continuing this journey together in

the coming year.
Wishing you a happy holiday season

and a bright New Year!

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BnsVvF5mB/?mibextid=wwXIfr
http://murrayridgecenter.org/

