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2025 Murray Ridge Center Agency In-Service

30 Year Awards! Dr. Amber Fisher was proud to recognize the following  
employees (pictured, l-r): Ruby Board, IT Assistant, with supervisor Michele Bartow,
IT Director; Jeff Miller, Director of Vocational and Transportation Services with
supervisor Dr. Fisher; and Sue Craycraft, Vocational Placement Specialist, with
supervisor Jodi Denes, Supported Employment Director.

This annual event highlights the dedication of Murray Ridge
employees while providing opportunities for professional
growth and team connection and collaboration.

This year’s In-Service featured engaging presentations and
updates on the MRC initiatives that continue to strengthen
the services provided to individuals with developmental
disabilities in Lorain County. The event also celebrated
outstanding achievements and milestones — like Mary
Linsky from Accounts Payable, who marked 35 years with
Murray Ridge Center (pictured right with Dr. Fisher and  
supervisor, April Worcester, Business Manager)! It was a
wonderful moment to recognize the passion and
dedication that Mary — and so many others — bring to MRC
every day.

The 2025 event was not just an in-service – it was a reminder of the shared
purpose that makes Murray Ridge Center a truly special place to work.

The 2025 Murray Ridge Center (MRC) Agency In-Service brought together staff
from across the agency for a day of learning, inspiration, and celebration! 
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2025 C.A.R.E.S. Award: Cassie Cisar

Cassie’s extraordinary character was tested on May 18, 2025,
while she was transporting five individuals to Rising Sun. A
random act of road rage shattered a window in the vehicle she
was driving, and Cassie was struck by a bullet in the back.

Despite her injury and inability to feel her legs, Cassie calmly
lifted her foot onto the brake pedal, safely stopping the van.
She called 911 and her employer, reassured those in her care,
and provided detailed instructions regarding her passengers  
to first responders. Her focus never wavered from the people
she was responsible for — a selfless act of courage that left a
lasting impact.

This year’s C.A.R.E.S. Award was presented to Cassie Cisar,
someone whose courage and compassion embody every
part of what C.A.R.E.S. stands for - Community, Awareness,
Recognition, Education and Service. 

Cassie (pictured right, with Dr. Fisher) is a dedicated Direct
Support Professional and driver at Rising Sun Day Program,
bringing energy, empathy, and optimism to everyone she
meets. Inspired by her younger sister, who has disabilities,
Cassie chose a career making a real difference in the lives of
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Cassie is now recovering, determined to return to Rising Sun as soon as medically
cleared. Participants, coworkers, and families have shown overwhelming support. 

Rising Sun Program Director Marissa Smith said, “Cassie is not only my employee but
my best friend of over 20 years. Her bravery, courage, and love make her the perfect
recipient of this award.”

Cassie Cisar’s heroism, compassion, and commitment make her an inspiration to the
entire community. The 2025 C.A.R.E.S. Award could not have gone to a more
deserving recipient.

Pictured (l-r): Sarah Stanton
(co-owner, Rising Sun),
Marissa Smith (Program
Director, Rising Sun), Cassie
Cisar, and Marilyn Mayer (co-
owner, Rising Sun).
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HalloweenMRC Celebrates

Kyle Porter, Elise Moore, Gus McKee,Britney Brlas and Connie Rogers.

Joseph Linden and Helena Hurt.

Jacob Pantalone enjoying a
beautiful walk on the Halloween
trail at Carlisle Reservation.

Diane Pasa and Julie Clark  
(staff).
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Carmen Perez as Dorothy.

Roz Everett and Tyler Rudolchick.

Halloween Walk 2025. Sean

McCaffery and Andrea Stewart at

the Pumpkin Lagoon.
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This day-out was especially meaningful, as it marked the last trip with Murray
Ridge Adult Program participants of Karen Pavelschak, Fitness and Leisure Activity
Specialist. This was a great send-off for Karen, who will retire this year after 31
years of service.  Everyone made the most of the day, celebrating Karen with lots
of laughter, good conversation, and warm company. 
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A Memorable Girls’ Day Out 
A group of Adult Program
participants from the  Lorain
Opportunity and Vocational Center
(LOVC) enjoyed a fun girls’ day at
the Sandusky Mall, spending time
shopping, socializing, and sharing
laughs together. 

After browsing their favorite stores
and picking out a few great finds,
the group headed to Fazoli’s for a
delicious lunch to wrap up the trip.

Pictured (seated, l-r): Jessia Mager, Karen Pavelschak (staff),
Amanda Spreng; (standing, l-r): Diana Clement, Chelsie Jenkins,
Michele Miller  Laura Witkowski (staff), Tiajana Crumble, Annie Cirilo,
and D’Ronda Fleming.

Adventures in Amish Country
Program Participants from the Oberlin Opportunity and Vocational Center (OOVC)
enjoyed a relaxing and scenic day exploring Amish Country. Everyone returned
home with great memories and a deeper appreciation for the charm and history
of the area!

Pictured (left, l-r): Ken Lewis (staff), Destiny Kuttler, Tammy Stanley (staff), Sarah Bremke, Alexis Ayers, Harold Kilpatrick and
Cathy Pence shopping at the Ashery Country Store; (right, l-r): Cathy Pence, Destiny Kuttler and Alexis Ayers enjoyed lunch at
Mrs. Yoder’s. Kitchen.
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Murray Ridge program closing information will be available on TV station Fox 8, on the Fox 8 website
(fox8. com), and on radio stations WEOL 930 AM and WOBL 1320 AM, as it has been in the past. 

There will be two separate listings for Murray Ridge Center: 

Murray Ridge—Adult Activities Centers
Murray Ridge School 

Fox 8 displays information on the status of our School and Adult Activities Centers as described
below: 

On fox8.com, the information is listed under the "Closings" tab. These listings are in alphabetical
order by the name of the facility, and both facilities appear sequentially in the "M" section as
"Murray Ridge School" and "Murray Ridge Adult Activities Centers." 
On TV station Fox 8, information about the status of our School and Adult Activities Centers scrolls
from left to right in the Closings information at the very bottom of the television screen. These
listings are in alphabetical order by the name of the facility, and both facilities appear sequentially
in the "M" section as "Murray Ridge School" and "Murray Ridge—Adult Activities Centers." 

NOTE: It appears that Fox 8 no longer has a mechanism for signing up for text alerts on Murray Ridge
School/Murray Ridge Adult Activities Centers. If you have signed up for text alerts in the past, we
cannot advise you to rely on text alerts this season; please instead access the 'Closings' tab on the
Fox 8 website (or one of the radio/television options described above).

Parents and caregivers of school students should disregard the “Murray Ridge—Adult Activities
Centers” listing, and follow only the listing for “Murray Ridge School.” 

Adult consumers who attend our Opportunity and Vocational Centers and their parents/caregivers
should disregard the “Murray Ridge School” listing, and follow only the listing for “Murray Ridge—
Adult Activities Centers.” If “Open - No Transportation” follows the announcement for “Murray Ridge—
Adult Activities Centers,” parents/caregivers are welcome to transport adult consumers to their day
service sites. Regular programming will be provided. Consumers should be dropped off no earlier than
8:30 a.m. and must be picked up by 3:45 p.m.
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Weather-Related Announcements Reminder

In the event of bad weather, the decision to transport individuals to Murray Ridge Center will be based
on the ability of our buses to travel safely on city and county roads. Regardless of whether or not
transportation is available through Murray Ridge Center, if our Opportunity and Vocational Centers are
open, but there is an individual concern about the weather, adult consumers should feel free to stay
home. Likewise, parents/caregivers of Murray Ridge School students who have individual concerns
regarding the weather should feel free to keep their children at home, even if school is in session. 

Please be aware that transportation to enclave sites is generally available even if transportation to the
Opportunity and Vocational Centers is cancelled. Murray Ridge Center does not broadcast the status
of enclave transportation on the television or radio. Consumers should assume that enclave
transportation will be available unless they receive a phone call from a member of our Supported
Employment Department. 

First Student bus company can be reached at 440-288-2222.
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Above, left (front, l-r): At Schlechter Brothers Country Harvest: Jessica Massey, Marci Coen, Jessica Mager, Kenny Martin, Jericho
Bailey; (back, l-r): Iveliss Ortiz, Carl Schletcher (owner), John Armstrong, David Helton. Bottom, left: Adult Program participants
from the OOVC, Colleen Sumskis, Cathy Pence, and Harold Kilpatrick enjoying pizza at Lake Erie Lanes in Vermilion. Bottom,
middle: Emilie Grosel and VJ Mills enjoy adult story time at Ritter Public Library. Bottom, right: John Hall, Superintendent Amber
Fisher, Alicia Lawrence, Robert Assanakis, Saundra Kilgore, Levi Yost, Tiiffany Harris, Michlle Woodham (staff), Charles Johnson Jr.,
Kim Phillips (staff), Jennifer Ryan (staff), Zoe Yost,  Kathy Bevaque (staff) and Angelique Yost participated in the Woollybear
Parade.
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Murray Ridge Center Early Intervention families and staff visited Apple Hill on
October 1st for a day of fall fun. Everyone enjoyed a scenic hayride through the
orchard, picked fresh apples to take home, and spent time exploring and playing
in Pumpkinland. It was a wonderful opportunity for families and staff to come
together, enjoy the season, and create lasting memories.

Fall Fun at Apple Hill

Fall Days in Fun Ways!
Fall days are a wonderful reminder
to slow down, have fun, and make
memories!

Pictured (left, l-r): Elliot Taylor and Mom Brianna picking apples together; (middle): Staci Brown playing in Pumpkinland;
(right): Ky’Mari Baker enjoys a hayride. 
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Murray Ridge Center Shines at 
2025                Conference

From October 1–3, the Kalahari Resort & Conference Center
in Sandusky, Ohio, was alive with excitement for the annual
Synergy Conference. Among the thousands of attendees
were thirty-three eligible adults from Lorain County,
accompanied by their dedicated support staff, who joined
in the fun, learning, and connection that make this event so
special. 

Murray Ridge Center’s participation was made possible through
the generous support of The Myrtle’s Endowment Fund of The
Community Foundation of Lorain County. We extend our heartfelt
thanks for helping make our 2025 Synergy dreams a reality!

Presented in collaboration with the Ohio Association of
Direct Support Professionals (OADSP), PAR-Ohio, and the
Ohio Self-Determination Association, Synergy inspires
communities to embrace new perspectives and solutions
through shared experiences.

MRC attendees had the opportunity to participate in a wide
range of sessions, including Leadership Lessons from a
Former Pro Female Football Player, Self-Determination Skills
for Life After High School, Working Together to Choose the
Right Provider, and  Spreading Happiness: How Purpose,
Inclusion, and Possibility Transform Workplaces. Kim Phillips,
a Murray Ridge Provider Compliance and Resource
Specialist, shared that John’s Crazy Socks was her favorite
session. “I even shed tears during the event,” she said. “I felt
so moved and inspired by John and his dad and their
ambitions.” 

John’s Crazy Socks is a father-son social enterprise inspired
by John Lee Cronin, a young man with Down syndrome, and
his love of colorful, fun socks. Their mission is simple yet
powerful: “We’re on a mission to spread happiness. Every
day, we show what’s possible when you give a person with a
differing ability a chance.” More than half of their employees
have differing abilities, demonstrating the power of
inclusion in action. Check it out at johnscrazysocks.com.

The 2025 Synergy Conference was truly a celebration of
learning, community, and possibility, and Murray Ridge
Center was proud to be part of it! 
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Pictured (top, l-r): Ahron Billings, Andrew Westover, Cameron Jackson; (middle, l-r):
Michelle Woodham, Jordan Stover, and Kim Philips; (bottom, l-r): Kim Phillips, Michelle
Woodham, and Marci Coen.

http://johnscrazysocks.com/
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Since 2011, Rising Sun Centers has provided a safe, supportive space for adults with
developmental disabilities from Erie, Lorain, Huron, and Medina Counties to learn,
grow, and connect. Rising Sun’s mission is to inspire individuals by focusing on their
abilities and potential. Their vision: a world where everyone can rise above
disabilities and shine brightly toward a future of inclusion and equality.

NOVEMBER 2025 Murray Ridge Courier

Provider Spotlight: Rising Sun Centers - 
A Place to Shine

Pictured, left: Sarah Briner. Pictured middle (l-r): Ken Kiser, D'Aviaghn Gonzales, Jennifer Storr, Susan Sees (Rising Sun staff), Brittany
Simon (Rising Sun staff), and Andrew Martin. Pictured right (l-r): Austin Neely and Hailey Akers.

Boardroom Briefing
The Lorain County Board of DD convened at 6:30 p.m. on November 03, 2025:
Director of Educational Services Dann Swift gave a report on the Murray Ridge
School Wellness Committee. The Board passed a resolution authorizing for public
release a draft of its 2026 Strategic Plan, and gave notice of a public forum on this
document to be held on November 25, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the Board’s
Administration Building, 1091 Infirmary Rd., Elyria, Ohio; a copy of the Draft 2026
Strategic Plan can be accessed at www.murrayridgecenter.org or by calling (440)
329-3734. The Board unanimously approved the rates to be charged in 2026 to
Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals With Intellectual Disabilities (ICFs-IID)
that send residents to the Murray Ridge Adult Services Day Program. The Board
approved a resolution to request that the County Auditor certify the availability of
funds needed by the Lorain County Board of DD to cover the non-federal share of
Medicaid services in 2026. The Board passed resolutions related to a request for a
ballot issue in May of 2026. 

Participants stay active through volunteer work and a full calendar of in-house
events, from holiday picnics and karaoke to the much-loved show-and-tell day,
where everyone gets to share something special. For many, it’s a chance to express
themselves in new ways—through words, art, or simply a smile. When asked what
they love most, participants mentioned “friends,” “pizza Fridays,” “bowling,” and
“advocacy events.” Staff members share that joy, describing Rising Sun as “a family”
and “a calling.”

At Rising Sun Centers, everyone has the chance to shine—together building a
brighter, more inclusive future!
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All Candidates Must:
Have valid Ohio drivers license, good
driving record, and High School
Diploma/GED
Pass background check, drug test, and
physical

Do a Job That Matters:
Work for MRC!

Go to the Murray Ridge website
murrayridgecenter.org and
click “Join Our Team” (or scan
the QR code, right) to see all
current openings, read job
postings, and to apply!

Helping People...For a Lifetime

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BnsVvF5mB/?mibextid=wwXIfr
http://murrayridgecenter.org/
http://murrayridgecenter.org/
https://www.murrayridgecenter.org/employment/current-job-opportunities/

