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Murray Ridge School Teacher  
Receives Exceptional Service Award  

On June 4, 2010, members of the Lorain County Board of Devel-

opmental Disabilities presented its Exceptional Service Award to 
Nick Kish, Teacher at Murray Ridge School.   The award is given 

quarterly to an employee who, in the opinion of those nominat-
ing him or her, exceeds the already exceptional standards of 

service the agency aspires to.  Nominations are only accepted 

from consumers, family members/guardians or community 
members. 

 

Anna McElya, parent of a student at Murray Ridge School, nomi-
nated Kish saying ñIf there was a Teacher of the Year award, 

Nick should get it!  Iôd go and get the trophy myself!  He has a 
fantastic imagination and beautiful way with the children.  Eve-

rything heôs done this year, the school play, the race, has been 

fantastic!  I want to keep my son with Nick forever!ò  
 

A teacher at Murray Ridge School for six years, Kish has edu-
cated students in both intermediate and senior classes, and has 

dedicated himself to helping his students to become as inde-
pendent as possible.   

 

Joan Peterson, Murray Ridge 

School Supervisor, said 
ñWhere others see obstacles, 

Mr. Kish sees opportunities 
for creative problem solv-

ing.ò  Kish has initiated many 

unique programs at the 
school, including a recycling 

program which has raised 
money for non-verbal stu-

dents to purchase communi-
cation devices when other 

funding was not available.  

He also established the 
ñPizza House,ò in which stu-

dents sell pizza to staff one 
day a week for the same 

purpose, as well as to practice social and communication skills in 

a functional manner.  The ñWork Crewò program, which he cre-
ated, established school-wide jobs for which students had to 

apply and  be interviewed.  This volunteer vocational training 
program has not only given students experience with work in a 

variety of jobs, but has also taught them critical pre -
employment skills such as responding to job postings, complet-

ing applications, interviewing and completing job tasks.   

Kish goes above and beyond in many other ways.  He or-

ganized the first ñMurray Ridge 500ò, a school-wide racing 
event so that students who utilize wheelchairs could ac-

tively compete in a relay activity just for them.  He en-
couraged ambulatory students to participate as ñpit crewsò 

and fans.  Every class in the school participated in this 

yearôs event, and parents and family friends attended as 
well.    

 
 

And Kishôs dedication is not limited by his job hours.  He 
also volunteers many hours of his own time to support his 

students.  When any of his students have been hospital-

ized, he and his classroom aide have gone after school 
hours to visit them, usually with a large get well card cre-

ated by the class.  For several years he has picked up stu-
dents without transportation at their homes so they could 

attend the prom.  ñThe highest compliment I can pay a 

teacher is to say, óIf my child was a student at Murray 
Ridge School, I would want you to be his teacher.ô  I can 

say that about Mr. Kish with 100% certainty,ò said Peter-
son. 

 

Upon receiving the award, Kish said ñThis is such an honor 
to receive this award, but I have to say that I could never 

do any of the things I do by myself.  All of these projects 

have taken a great effort on the part of many people at 
the school.  Without their help, they would only be ideas.ò    

Board member Jane Spiegel-

berg, Ph. D., right, presents 
the Exceptional Service 

Award to Nick Kish, left.  

Students Juan Pino, left, and  Princeton Perry, 

middle, congratulate teacher Nick Kish, right.  
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Murray Ridge School Commencement 2010  

On June 8, seven seniors graduated from the Murray 

Ridge School program.   Rafael Bonet, Michael Fitzgerald, 
Mitchell Foster, Dan Glowaski, Isaac Hunt, Leonard 

McKinney and Princeton Perry began the transition from 
their childhood academic years into the adult world of 

work.  Five of the seven graduates plan to attend one of 

the three Work/Activity Centers at Murray Ridge Center 
for vocational training.   

 
Superintendent Amber Fisher encouraged the graduates 

to embrace their unique strengths and abilities and to 
grasp future opportunities that may enable them to reach 

their own greatest levels of independence and personal 

satisfaction.  Following this message of pursuing oneôs 
own path and enjoying the journey of life, the Murray 

Ridge Choraleers gave a touching performance of Miley 
Cyrusô ñThe Climb.ò  The Honorable Darrel A. Bilancini, 

Avon Lake Municipal Judge, then delivered the com-

mencement address.  Personalizing his remarks to each 
graduate individually, he highlighted the many unique 

qualities they each possessed according to their teachers, 
such as ñcharismatic,ò ñlife-lovingò and ñkind.ò  ñOne of 

you has been described as ókind.ô  If I could choose only 
one word in which to be described, it would be ókind,ô ò 

said Judge Bilancini, and added ñI aspire to be what you 

already are.ò  He then wished the graduates well as they 
enter the next, exciting phase of their lives.  

Following Judge 

Bilanciniôs ad-
dress was the 

presentation of 
certificates by 

Board President 

Michelle L. 
Hunt and Board 

member Jane 
Spiegelberg, 

Ph. D.  The 
Ninth Annual 

David Elsasser 

Spirit Award, 
which is given 

each year to a 
deserving graduate with an interest in sports, was then 

presented.  This yearôs award went to Rafael Bonet and 

was presented by Kathy Oblak, mother of David Elsasser, 
former Murray Ridge School student, who passed away in 

2000. 
 

Murray Ridge School Director of Educational Services, Dann 

Swift, concluded the ceremony by congratulating the stu-
dents on their many years of hard work and wishing them 

well as they enter the world anew as adults.  

I Love a Parade!  

Avon Lake Municipal Judge Darrel A. 

Bilancini speaks to the graduates.  

Pictured above, left to right: Aggie Busser, Jill Camp, 

Melissa Henbree, Christy Berkley, Phyllis Kuntz and 
grandson Isiah, Debbie Radowenchuk and Wendy 

Reddinger smile before the Lorain International Fes-
tival Parade.  

Murray Ridge Center consumers, family members, friends 

and staff have been proudly representing Murray Ridge 
lately in several Lorain County Parades. 

Pictured below, left to right: Doreen Alaksa, 

Alexshawn Averett, Jim Ward, Shari Reitenbach, 
Carol Smith, Sarah Ward, Kevin Rivera, Christine 

Berkley, Patty Clickner, Andres Rivera, Mike 
Criss, Larry Schuman, James Peters and Tracey 

Carroll participate in the Avon Duct Tape Parade.  


